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COLLECTIVE WORSHIP

� Happens every day

� Whole School / Key Stage or Class

� ‘In a Church school, the offer of a Christian understanding of the world and the place of humanity in it will be reflected 

in worship. In particular, it will be reflected in the everyday life of the school, quietly respectful of the beliefs of others

and of other faiths, but confident in its own faith.’
From ‘The Way Ahead’ (3.28)

� Church school worship should be central to the life of the school. All schools have pupils with widely differing 
experiences of worship in their own faith and many will have no experience of worship outside school. It is our task 
to provide pupils with a secure context in which to experience Christian worship and reflect upon the impact of 
worship in their own lives and the lives of the people around them.



COMMUNITY SCHOOLS:

� These are the schools for which the SACRE has responsibility and the current legislative framework was originally set 
out in the 1988 Education Reform Act and reiterated in the 1996 Education Act. Summarised the main points are as 
follows: 

� There must be a daily act of worship for every pupil. This can be at any time of the day in any normal school 
grouping. It is the responsibility of the Head Teacher, after consultation with the governing body to ensure this 
happens. Except in special circumstances, and after consultation with governors, the act of worship should take place 
on school premises. 

� Collective worship is distinct from assembly which can be a gathering for a wide variety of reasons. The majority of 
worship must be wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character, meaning it should reflect the broad traditions of 
Christian belief. It can contain non-Christian elements or on occasions contain no Christian elements, provided that 
throughout each term, the majority of the worship complies with the broad traditions of Christian belief. 

� Worship must be appropriate to the ages, aptitudes and family backgrounds of the pupils. Worship must not be 
denominational.



IDEAS

� https://www.worshipworkshop.org.uk/



FIRST STEPS IN WORSHIP 

Call to Worship

� Peace be with you  - And also with you

� The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ, The love of  

God and the fellowship of  the Holy Spirit be with 

us all

� Come and listen to the word of God , for He will 

fill us with joy.

� THINK: Which religions welcome their members to 

an act of  prayer of  worship? How do we greet 

visitors in our school?

Handout: First Steps in Worship



COLLECTIVE WORSHIP WORKSHOP 

� Year 4, 5 or 6 children trained to lead worship

� Five activities: writing prayers/ drama/ laying 

the table/ planning worship using the website 

and using the psalms to create a new song



LAYING THE TABLE



MONITORING

� https://www.oxford.anglican.org/schools/school

_worship/school-worship-bible-monitoring/

Three aspects to our monitoring:

� Attributes and Theology (this includes planning);

� Personal impact;

� Community impact.

� Who monitors?

� Just as, in a church school, worship is to be 

experienced by the whole community, so worship 

should be monitored by a range of people from 

the community which will include governors, 

teachers, parents and children. This may well 

necessitate some level of training so that 

monitoring is consistent and to ensure that the 

evidence collected will be helpful in making 

evaluations.




